Hey, Young Ringers! You Can Make Your

Own Handbell T-Shirts.

For the past two years my Young Ringers have made their own
T-shirts. Our results have been loads of fun. They have enjoyed
an opportunity to create their own identity within the group
using musical symbols. Depending on the number of ringers
“creating” at one time, two or three additional adult helpers
enable this artist project to flow without a hitch. Adult help-
ers are also great coaches and full of praise after each shirt
is sprayed. It’s a fun way to build team spirit in preparation

for attending a festival as well as for use all year e —
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Advance preparation and planning
include: .

plus a few extra. Select solid dark s
colors for best results. (Make sure to
remember the director and any other
regular assistants.)
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2) Make patterns out of thin cardboard
or thick heavy-duty paper, creating differ-
ent sizes and types of bells and music notes.
(Keep the shapes simple, without too many cut
details, because the patterns need to lay flat on
the shirts.) Cover both sides of the pattern with
adhesive shelf paper and re-cut the final shape.
It is helpful to have several patterns of the
same design to enable more than one ringer to
be designing at a time and to allow ringers who
want to create repeating patterns to do so.

3) Set the date well in advance so everyone can plan to at-
tend. | have done this as part of a fellowship party for the
young ringers, which has included adult helpers with the shirt
making, while games are going on elsewhere. Pizza and/or a
handbell sleepover party make a good drawing card.

4) Plan enough time for the activity so it can be completed
before dark.

5) Tell your ringers (and adult helpers) to wear an old shirt
that will not be damaged if it is splashed with bleach.

Supplies:

1) Bleach

2) Spray bottle

3) 2-3 pars rubber gloves

4) Dish pan of water OR easy access to a sink
5) Small rocks

Directions:

1) Select an outside area with a hard, flat surface that will not
be damaged by bleach contact. | have used a cement sidewalk
that is protected from wind.

Vsomething they like.

2) Use a permanent marker to write the name of each ringer
on the inside label of the shirt. Have the ringer try the shirt
on to see how much of the shirt would be tucked in. (Yes, |
require my ringers to wear their shirts tucked in.)

3) Lay each shirt flat on the hard surface. Use rocks to anchor
the shirts (and patterns if need be) in place.

4) Let the kids have some fun and arrange the shapes on the
shirts. (Remind them not to place pattern pieces on the
’ W‘ﬁ section of the shirt that will be “tucked in.”) | plan for 3
ringers to do their design work at a time. In these small
groups they often enjoy watching each other for ideas
and playing around with the patterns until they find
. 5) When the ringer has completed a layout, an adult
. wearing rubber gloves will lightly spray with bleach
; around the designs.

| 6) After the spraying is done, count
I out loud to 60 and carefully “unveil”
[ the pattern pieces. If you count past
60, the shirt will turn brown after it
has been washed wherever it has been
| sprayed.

i 7) Another adult with rubber gloves should
| be on hand to assist a thorough rinse of the
| shirt in water. If the ringers want to help,
| make sure everyone doing the rinse job is
wearing rubber gloves. This step is impor-
tant to make sure the bleach stops eating through the

fabric.

8) If patterns need to be shared among ringers, rinse and dry
them before they are reused on another shirt.

9) Determine a system for letting a few of the kids place de-
signs on the extra shirts. These extra shirts will come in handy
when a ringer forgets to bring his for a special outing or for
new members who join the group.

10) After they are rinsed, put the shirts through the washer
and dryer. Usually | have an adult who lives close by take all
the shirts when they are done and send them back to the next
rehearsal.

11) After all the shirts have been sprayed, an adult should ei-
ther label the spray bottle or empty and rinse it immediately.

12) Rinse, dry and store all shirt patterns with your instruc-
tions so they can be used again next year.

Originally printed in the 2001 Ringers Only Newsletter
Author Unknown

www.agehr.org



&

- - -
...IS an investment Iin
* There are many opportunities to attend
educational Festivals and Seminars at
the local, area, and national levels, featuring
top clinicians, massed ringing, and concerts
by the best ensembles in the country.
Scholarships available for many of these.

* AGEHR publishes a variety of materials .
including everything from Resource
Books to our members-only Priority
Music Club. .

« The Members Only section of our
website features ringer and director resource
articles, electronic versions of Overtones with
Tips & Tools and more.

Eduti, Commu

* Be among the first to see and hear AGEHR .
Publishing’s new music in our New
Releases mailing, which includes sample
scores and a complimentary Enhanced
CD, which includes recorded performances
and PDF files of score excerpts.

There is something for everyone in
Overtones, which includes educational
articles, news, and features as well as free
music and how-to articles in our exclusive .
Tips & Tools publication.

nity & Communication
Our E-Notes electronic newsletter keeps

you quickly and easily connected with
important news and announcements.

* Area Newsletters and Websites keep
you informed about the people and events
near you.

Discounts on many AGEHR Resource
materials and state of the art Finale® and
Sibelius® music notation software.

* Mentors are available in many areas to
work with directors and ringers at all levels.

« Area Chime Loan Programs provide
equipment to help launch handchime
programs in schools and churches.

Discounted rates on Group Property
Insurance exclusively through AGEHR.

You may join or renew right now at www.AGEHR.org

O Regular Membership....................ccccooiiiiii e, $65
Our most popular membership level for individuals and groups. Director and choir members share
all benefits. Includes voting privilege.

O Ringer Membership ... $30
Must be affiliated with a Regular Member Choir. This is a personal, not group, membership. Ringer
members are not eligible to vote.

Affiliated Membership number:

[ Senior Citizen Membership (65+)..............................ooon $40
This is a personal, not group, membership. May not represent an organization or bring a choir to
events but may attend as an individual. Includes voting privilege.

O Full-time Student Membership ...................................... $30
Send a copy of current student ID when applying/renewing. This is a personal, not group,
membership. May not represent an organization or bring a choir to events but may attend as an
individual. Student members are not eligible to vote.

O Business Membership ....................cc.ccocoiiiiiiiiiiieee $130
Includes privileges to AGEHR and The Handbell Industry Council (HIC).
O Platinum Membership* ..., $1,000

Regular membership benefits, a tax-deductible donation of $870 to the AGEHR fund of your choice,
year-long recognition at selected events and in print, a complimentary one-year gift Regular
Membership, free shipping on all AGEHR Guild Store purchases.

O Gold Membership® .................ccoooiiiiiieeeee $500
Regular membership benefits, a tax-deductible donation of $370 to the AGEHR fund of your choice,
year-long recognition at selected events and in print, and a complimentary one-year gift Regular
Membership.

O Bronze Membership ... $175
Regular membership bengfits plus a tax-deductible donation of $110 to the AGEHR fund of your
choice.

O Sterling Membership..................c...cccoooiiiiiiiiiiieeee $130
Regular membership benefits plus a tax deductible donation of $65 to the AGEHR fund of your choice.

* Platinum and Gold members, please include name, address, email,
and phone information for the organization or individual to whom you
are gifting a membership.

Canadian membership please add $15. Other international members may add $30 for optional 1st
class mailing. Note: All dues payable in U.S. dollars. All returned checks incur a $25 processing fee.

Member/Contact Name

O Organization Membership O Individual Membership

Email Address

Organization/Business Phone Home Phone

Member Number (if renewing)

Home Address

Home City/State/Zip

Organization Name (Business, School, or Church)

Organization Address

Organization City/State/Zip

Organization Information:

Type: O Church O Community O School O Professional Special Needs Group? O Y OO N
_ No. of Choirs You Direct ~ No. of Ringers You Direct  Oct. of Bells  Oct. of Handchimes
Please send correspondence to my [0 Home [ Organization

Total Due $ (U.S. Funds Only) O Check O Visa O Mastercard

Card Number

Expiration Date 3-Digit Sec. Code on Back of Card

Signature
Credit Card billing address same as [ Home [ Organization

Mail completed form to:
AGEHR, Inc. ¢ 1055 E. Centerville Station Rd. ¢ Dayton, OH 45459
or fax to 937-438-0434 * To renew or join online, visit www.agehr.org



